
Continuing Development of “the West”*  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Priest Symeon Kees 

2013 

The Great 

Schism 

separates 

Rome from 

sister Orthodox 

Patriarchates - 

Roman 

Catholicism  

(Papism) 

begins 

(AD 1054) 

Western 

European 

religious wars 

fought among 

Papists and 

Protestants 

(c. 1524-1651) Charlemagne 

crowned by the 

Roman Pope as 

Emperor of a 

new “Holy 

Roman Empire” 

in the West, 

distinct from the 

Eastern Roman 

Empire 

(AD 800) 

Protestant 

movement 

begins 

(AD 1517) 

 

Many different 

Protestant 

groups emerge 

Rise of 

Scholasticism 

(c. AD 1100- 1300) 

“Enlightenment”/

Age of Reason” 

follows European 

religious wars  

Renaissance 

humanism 

(14thc-17thc) 

Contemporary 
Secularism  

The Way of the Apostles – The Temple of the Living God - The Faith of the Fathers 

– The Church against which the gates of Hell shall not prevail.  

“The East” 

“The West” 

Many in the 

Western World 

returning to the 

Orthodox Church 

 

 

* “The West” refers to the culture that has 

developed in Western Europe and beyond, 

beginning in about AD 800. “The East” refers to the 

Orthodox Church, rooted historically in the East, but 

spread throughout the world. So, these terms are 

more descriptive of culture than geography. 

“Theology” in the West becomes rational 

philosophy rather than knowledge acquired 

through noetic experience. 

Doctrine continues to change in the West. 

 

Claims of 

supremacy by 

Roman Pope 

(esp. Leo IX) Modernism    

Postmodernism    

An Orthodox theologian is not a scholar who studies or develops rational concepts 

about God, but one who knows God through prayer (noetic knowledge).  Dogma 

does not change because the experience of God remains the same in all ages. 

 


